
Site Appraisal for Affordable Rural Housing for Northleigh  

24th March 2015 

Those present: 

Cllr Rich – Chairman Northleigh Parish Council 
Paul Lowe – EDDC, Housing Enabling Officer 
Janice Alexander – Devon Communities Together, Rural Housing Enabler 
 

Background 

The parishes of Northleigh, Southleigh, Farway and Widworthy wish to provide affordable 

housing for their communities. 

Due to the low population of the four parishes, they were made subject of a joint Housing 

Needs Survey in August 2014. 

The survey identified a local need for 6 affordable homes across the four parishes. A 

possible site in Northleigh has already been identified but it was decided to look at sites in 

all four parishes in order to identify the most suitable site. Farway Parish Council 

subsequently decided that they did not wish to have affordable housing built in their 

village so were not included in the site appraisals. 

The site identification exercise in Northleigh was carried out on 24th March 2015.    A total 

of 6 sites were identified during the site appraisal exercise and these sites were looked at 

in an unbiased, independent manner. 

The main tests for evaluating these six sites were: 
§ That the site should be related to existing development  
§ That safe highways access could be gained to the site 
§ That development of the site would not have significant impact on the landscape 
§ That development of the site would not significantly impair the amenity of existing 

neighbouring development 
§ That other environmental, economic and social factors particular to any site should 

also be considered.  
 
Northleigh Parish 
 
Northleigh lies approximately 4 miles from Honiton. It has a church and a village hall. 
There is no public transport with the exception of a privately run bus service which goes 
to Honiton once a week. The nearest primary schools are in Farway and Offwell. The 
latest population figures (2012) show that there are 152 people resident in Northleigh. 
There is no mains sewer system in Northleigh, all properties use septic tanks. 
 
 
 
 

 

 









Site 6 

Chilcombe Field, Bucknole Hill Road 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This site is adjacent to current affordable housing on the edge of the village. It is owned 

by the parish council and is currently unused. It is fairly level, with little intrusion on the 

skyline. The site was formerly used for landfill and there was a marlpit located on the site 

in previous years. A section of land close to the entrance was also a children’s playground 

and has been made up with extra material in order to raise it slightly. There is already an 

access point for vehicles into the site but visibility is not good in one direction so some 

work would need to be done on the neighbouring hedges to improve it. There are no 

structures, trees or vegetation on the site that require removal. The site is located about 

300 metres away from the village centre so does not relate well to current development 

with the exception of the neighbouring social housing. However, due to the ownership of 

the parish council, the lack of probable objectors, the size and nature of the site and the 

ability to improve the access sufficiently, this is the preferred site of Northleigh parish 

council and the community. 

Owner: Northleigh Parish Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 


